Alastair Banks, Principle Planner

Your Ref: 07/347/PPF

Erection of wind turbine at Redland, Firth.

Location: HY378173 . 

Dear sir,

With reference to the proposed erection of a 90metre, 2 MW turbine, at Redland, Environmental Concern Orkney (ECO) considers that there will be an ongoing proliferation of similar planning applications for large scale turbines. This is a direct consequence of an absence of a comprehensive 

and structured local renewables policy .

The current wind energy proposals are at present entirely market led and without guidelines in place, access to financial incentives appears to need no more than a landowner able to offer up some land along with suggestions of some suitable sites. For “locally based” and ‘Community’ projects, grants  and subsidies appear readily available. For the Local Authority, these planning applications, are tempting to give consent to since, as a short term fix, it allows another tick towards their ‘green’ initiatives targets.

Regarding environmental and wildlife considerations ECO has many concerns regarding the siting of this particular installation, but to mention these at this stage would be premature. 

The absence of guidelines and policies has historically been problematic for Orkney. Legislation by its very nature has constantly to evolve and yet always lags behind ‘development’ and new technologies. Over the last two decades, if one considers ‘Fishfarming, ’ and “Mineral extraction” in Orkney as two fairly recent comparisons, we recognise the problems caused by lack of; planning enforcement, guidelines from the Scottish Executive and a willingness to adopt interim local guidelines. With this knowledge we do, however, have to learn from past mistakes and be pro-active rather than reactive.  Council officials and our new ‘full time’ councillors must honour their responsibilities by being objective and forward thinking. By establishing independent working parties to research possible long term solutions, we can explore the most sustainable and effective renewables route for our future. It may take several years to lay a strong, forward looking foundation for our renewables policy but this is a necessary path that needs to be travelled. What is certain is that in the process of trying to assimilate all the technology that is currently available and take account of and advice from the experts in the field of the latest technologies currently bubbling on the horizon, we shall have a much better understanding of what is appropriate.

Orkney has already shown that we consider wind energy important, evident with the various successful small scale projects in the Isles and more remote parishes. However wind energy is no more important than the fascinating new technologies currently under development that require similar support/funding before they too, can emerge as strongly as wind technology and fit into our total renewables picture effectively. 

We need ‘joined up thinking,’ to determine the appropriate mix of technologies - wind, tidal, wave, biomass etc. In turn, this will allow us the opportunity to assess how the infrastructure for all of these can best be managed and integrated sympathetically to provide the most consistent and secure energy sources. A Council led comprehensive review leading to a clear sustainable strategy for Orkney over the next few years can establish the most suitable renewables mix for our communities and integrate these effectively without major destruction of the integrity of our landscape. 

Having a blend of appropriate technologies means that we are not dependent on one main source, a combination of complementary energy sources must be the ideal.    




To work hand in hand with local renewables research, ECO favours further commitment to investment in energy efficiency. Future Authority funded development and “new builds” need, as standard, to include ‘best practice’ measures in energy efficiency. There also needs to be even broader availability of grants for home insulation, easier access to grants for micro-renewables for individual home owners, businesses, farmers and small community projects. 

If we consider that there are around 1,628,000 houses in the UK with pitched roof and no roof insulation, saving pollution by insulation is 55 times more cost-effective than saving it by wind turbines . By combining both energy efficiency strategies with energy generated closer to the consumer through micro-generation, this has the benefit of empowering individuals, providing them with the opportunity to take direct action to lower their carbon footprint.

It may not be possible to have an overall Scottish policy on renewables within the timescale above. Orkney, however, can take the lead and be an exemplar for the rest of the country. Through micro-generation each locale will need to look at its own topography, population density, available resources and opt for a renewable mix that suits its needs. However the overall national policy can support the essence of micro-generation.

As we have seen in the past, there is considerable resistance to micro-generation from many governments, local authorities and energy companies. Current incentives discourage energy suppliers and grid operators from bringing energy generation to the point of demand.

Policy-makers are accustomed to an energy system based on big, centralised projects like nuclear or gas-fired power stations, and it will require a change of mindset and incentives to bring micro-generation into the mainstream. Planning regulations will also require streamlining to facilitate the retrofitting of micro-generating facilities onto homes and buildings.

Ramsey Dunning, a leading supporter of micro generation, puts his arguments very eloquently. He compares large-scale power plant based generation to the “mainframe computers of yesteryear”. Computing power is now localised and interlinked, and this is how power generation could develop. Some power generation, for example from agricultural waste, is “more practical at village scale than large scale”. 

Orkney is surely one of the best-placed locations to employ micro-generation as the basis of its energy policy for the future. We can strive for self-sufficiency without industrialising the essence of what makes Orkney so special.

We must control the urge to continue allowing individuals / businesses to jump on the latest moneymaking and grant aided opportunity, just because it’s the easier of our options. We do instead need to get to grips with the core of what will be one of the most important policies of our generation, both at local and national level. We need to make the correct choices now for self-sufficiency and a sustainable future. 

Each and every Council official and Councillor should reflect on two main points before considering granting or denying consent to applications for individual large-scale installations.

1. Do we know for certain that this particular proposed installation is going to be a valuable, and integral part of our future local energy plan?

2. Is this predominantly a solitary economic opportunity for a few with minimal benefit to the local community and environment?

Since we don’t yet have a Renewables policy, ECO would ask the Council to postpone making any decision on this particular application and re-introduce a moratorium on future large scale turbine applications until we are in a position to make a truly informed decision as to the suitability for each application to fit in with a long term strategy of energy solutions for Orkney.

Yours faithfully,

Susan Ferguson

(Hon. secretary)

cc Roddy Mackay, Head of Planning Services



protecting the environment and promoting high standards of animal welfare in Orkney


